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——No doubt the excitement experienced by the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur during the months leading up to the long  

anticipated canonization of their Foundress in 1969 grew with every passing day. After all, it had been 63 years since Julie’s  

Beatification in 1906.  Once the date—June 22, 1969—was announced, the sisters in New England began planning the trip, 

scheduling time to attend the canonization, as well as take part in a pilgrimage tour of many of the sites important to Julie’s life.  

One of the sisters selected to attend the canonization was Sr. Agnes Marguerite McGee, who kept a travel journal from 1957 to 

1973.  She began the journal while a member of the Notre Dame General Chapter in 1957. Hopes were high at the 1957  

Chapter that Julie’s cause, which had been delayed for decades, would receive the final push needed to set a date in the near 

future for her canonization.  

     After the Beatification in 1906, the Congregation expected Julie’s canonization to occur within a couple of decades. By 

1923, though, when there seemed little chance of Julie’s cause being recognized, the sisters began another push with the hope 

of advocating that their Foundress be named a saint. As part of that effort, they submitted to the Vatican the cure of a man 

from Namur named Homer Rhodius. In 1919, Rhodius had been dying from renal disease. When his family prayed a novena in 

honor of Blessed Julie, he awakened from a coma and was able to return to work with no more symptoms of that disease. 

Though the miracle was passed onto the Vatican with great anticipation by the sisters, years went by and Homer Rhodius’ name 

was forgotten by many.     

     Three decades passed. In 1950, a Brazilian man named Otacilia Ribeiro da Silva was hospitalized with an inoperable  

stomach tumor and the sisters at the hospital begin a novena to Blessed Julie. Several days later, he awoke with no sign of the 

tumor. In 1953, the miracle was submitted to the Vatican. During the 1957 Chapter that Sr. Agnes Marguerite attended, Mere 

Josepha de St. Francois had been so convinced the miracle was the last step toward Julie’s canonization that Sr. Agnes  

Marguerite wrote on May 8, 1957, “Ma Mere invited us to the canonization of Blessed Mother Julia.”  

     Sure enough, in 1958, the cure was accepted by the Vatican as authentic. But when Mere Francois de St. Joseph spoke with 

Pope John XXIII in 1959, she learned that miracle was not enough. Another one was needed.  Fortunately, Mother Mary Verona 
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of the Coesfield Sisters of Notre Dame, a cousin congregation of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, remembered Homer 

Rhodius. And with her help, his 1919 cure was examined once again in 1967 and was finally accepted by the Vatican. At 

last, the date for Julie’s canonization was set—June 22, 1969.  

     More than fifty sisters from New England attended, some taking part in a canonization tour led by Sr. Alice Gertrude  

Keating. When Sr. Agnes Marguerite had attended the 1957 and 1963 Chapters, she had traveled by steamship, a mode of 

transportation that not only left her seasick, but generally took between nine to ten days. But now, she and her fellow sisters 

would fly. Her group left Ipswich on June 19th, heading for Logan Airport for a flight to Rome. The next morning, they arrived 

and were greeted by Sr. Anne Cyril Delaney. After a tour of the city that day and the next, they left their hotel on June 22nd at 

8:15 a.m. for St. Peter’s Basilica.  

     “Hundreds of SNDs, ours and our Dutch and German cousins. About fifty received Host from the Pope. . . . Sister Loretto 

Julia and Sisters of Massachusetts, Connecticut and Japan had lunch at our hotel. A never to be forgotten day.” The  

canonization was followed by a three day Triduum and a public audience with Pope Paul VI on June 25. The sisters then had 

the chance to tour the Notre Dame Generalate in Rome. As often happens with travel, there were some bumps along the 

way. Their original itinerary had them flying from Rome to Paris, then head onto Namur by train. But those plans fell through. 

Instead, their flight was delayed, so they managed to find a train leaving for Brussels and from there, they traveled to  

Cuvilly—Julie’s birthplace—for another celebration. The following day, they arrived in Namur for a short visit before returning 

once again to Brussels.  

     From Brussels, the sisters took an Aer Lingus flight to Dublin. They toured through Dublin, Cork and Killarney, where they 

saw Blarney Castle and had the chance to kiss the famous Blarney Stone. On July 3rd, they took a flight from Shannon to 

London and then onto Paris, arriving later that evening. After a day in Paris, the sisters boarded a steamship on July  4th for 

the return journey. The voyage was pleasant, giving the sisters a chance to play cards and see a couple movies. After  

disembarking in New York City, they finally returned to Ipswich on July 9th where Sr. Agnes Marguerite concluded her three 

week journey with a note in her journal exclaiming, “Thank God for Everything!” 
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