Annals from the Archives

Three Early Notre Dame Alumni

From Left to Right:
Katherine E. O’Keefe O’Mahoney, Educator, Lecturer and Author
Dr. Katherine Anglin Sheehan at her graduation from Tufts Medical College
Monica Foley, State Attorney

——While the goal of St. Julie Billiart was always the education of girls, especially for those who were the poorest and most
vulnerable, the congregation also founded academies. Early on, the sisters knew that these boarding schools would provide the
tuition needed to support their original mission to the poor. This practice continued after the sisters arrived in the United States
in 1840. As more and more SND schools were founded in the U.S., their reputation for education, especially for the education
of girls, expanded with every passing year.
In 1913, the Boston Globe published an article about several of the alumni from Notre Dame Schools. All had made
significant contributions in education, law, medicine, social work, music and literature. Three of those were Katherine E.
O’Keefe O’Mahoney, a prominent author and lecturer; Dr. Katherine Anglin Sheehan who had a medical practice in Salem, MA;
and Monica Foley, who served as an attorney for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. All three of those remarkable women
were the daughters of Irish immigrants. And while their paths took them into very different careers, their education originated
with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.
Katherine E. O’Keefe O’Mahoney was born in Ireland, probably in 1855, the daughter of Patrick and Rose (Gore) O’Keefe.
The family came to the United States not long after her birth, settling eventually in Lawrence, Massachusetts. Katherine
attended St. Mary’s School in Lawrence from 1861 to 1869. Because St. Mary’s School had not yet established their high
school, she transferred to Lawrence High School. Few girls in those days, especially immigrants girls, graduated from high
school. But in 1873, Katherine O’Keefe graduated with high honors. That next fall, Katherine returned to Lawrence High to
teach history, rhetoric, elocution and history. She remained there until 1892. One of her pupils was the poet Robert Frost, who
had moved to Lawrence in the mid-1880s. He remembered Katherine O’Keefe as one of his favorite teachers. In 1885, she
became the first Irish-American woman to lecture on literature and history. Her lectures became so popular that eventually she
received invitations to tour New England to speak. In 1892, after leaving her work as a teacher at Lawrence High School, she

founded, edited and published the Catholic Register. She also contributed articles to the Boston Pilot, as well as many other
journals and newspapers. In 1895, she married Daniel O’Mahoney, the superintendent of streets in Lawrence, MA.
Katherine also wrote poetry and was the author of Catholicity in Lawrence, Massachusetts. She died in Lawrence, MA on
January 2, 1918.
Katherine Anglin Sheehan was born in July of 1873 in Salem, Massachusetts, the daughter of James and Catherine
Anglin. Her parents had emigrated from Ireland and settled in Salem where her father worked in tanneries, an industry eager
for new workers, especially those from other countries. Katherine and her two sisters and two brothers attended St. James
School in Salem. After her graduation from St. James’ High School in 1888, she went onto Tufts College, graduating in 1892.
The following year, Tufts opened its Medical College. Katherine was accepted into its program. While there, she met William
Sheehan, who was also in the medical program. They married in 1896. They soon had five children, during which Katherine
completed her medical training, eventually setting up her practice on Federal Street in Salem, not far from St. James School.
After her husband, William, died in 1925, Katherine moved her practice to Essex Street. She was a member of the American
Medical Association, the Massachusetts Medical Society and of the Zonta Club, an international organization founded to
work for the empowerment of women and to aid orphaned children. In 1935, she was one of the founding members of the
School Physicians of Massachusetts and the only woman to be a member at that time. For many years, she served as a
school physician in Salem, while also running her own practice. She died in Salem on October 21, 1951, at the age of 79.
Monica Foley was born in Boston in 1886, also the daughter of Irish immigrants. Her father died while she was young,
most likely during her years as a student at the Notre Dame Academy on Berkeley Street in Boston. She graduated from the
NDA between 1901 and 1902 and went on to read law with Charles Innes, completing her studies in 1909. She was one of
only two women admitted to the Massachusetts Bar in 1909. After her acceptance into the Bar, she worked as an attorney
for the state, first in the Highway Department and later in the Department of Administration and Finances. She eventually
became the chief clerk for the Department of Labor in Massachusetts. In 1943, she helped to organize the Massachusetts
State Employees Association. Despite her work as a lawyer and despite having achieved something few women at that time
did, she was a vocal opponent to women’s suffrage. From 1911 until women received the vote in 1920, she was a popular
speaker against the prospect of women voting, because she believed women’s suffrage was linked to socialism. In 1914,
Monica Foley was elected Vice-President of the Massachusetts Association of Women Lawyers. Ironically, the President of
the Association, Mary Mahan, worked just as hard to insure that women would get the vote. After the 19th Amendment to
the Constitution was ratified in 1920, Monica Foley turned her fervor towards the cause of Irish independence. In the early
1920s, she helped raise over $7 million for Ireland’s independence and was a popular speaker for the American Association
for the Recognition of the Irish Republic. She died Dec. 17, 1961 in Brighton, Massachusetts.
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